FROM EVANGELICALISM TO  ROME        15

aspect of the life of his people. He was approach-
able, kind-hearted, and sympathetic. He obeyed
to the letter the Prayer Book injunction that the
Divine Offices shall be said in church every day.
A friend said of him : " It was a picturesque sight
to watch the zealous and stately rector, vested in
surplice, himself tolling the bell, whilst in the
grey of a winter's morning the straggling villagers
hurried to Morning Prayer before going out to
their toil in the fields." Gladstone, who was for
years Manning's most intimate friend, said :
" Manning's devotion to his pastoral work had
the most successful results. The population of the
parish was small, but Manning on one occasion
told me that almost every parishioner was a
communicant."

He was tireless in visiting his people, and was
intelligently interested in the details of their daily
lives. He was something of a martinet, and he
did not lack the courage to denounce sin in high
places, pillorying the Duke of Richmond for " the
sin of exacting the largest rent and doing the
least repairs." And the people loved him. " He
were a wonderful Churchman," said one of his
Lavington parishioners, " he looked like an
archangel when he prayed." Like St. Thomas
of Canterbury and Laud, Manning always
attracted the affection of the simple.